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THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF

BEACH CITIES SYMPHONY

THE 60TH SEASON

OF THE
BEACH CITIES SYMPHONY
BEGINS
Friday, November 6, 2009
Concert—=8:15 pm ¢ Pre-concert Lecture—7:30 pm
Marsee Auditorium

This Concert Will be Dedicated to the Memory of
GRACE OBRAY and GRIGORE NICA

ORCHESTRA, SOLOISTS AND CHOIRS PERFORMING
SYMPHONY NO. 9 by Ludwig van Beethoven
UNDER THE DIRECTION OF MAESTRO BARRY BRISK

featured soloists

Erin Wood, Soprano, is making her third appearance with
the BCSO. In her previous performances, she sang works by
Wagner (Tristan & Isolde, 2007) and Mahler (Songs of a
Wayfarer, 2009).

Cynthia Jansen, Mezzo Soprano, joins the BCSO after
completing a three year engagement with the Munich
Bavarian State Opera, where she performed works by
Handel, Wagner, and Schoenberg.

Erin Wood, Ernest Alvarez, Tenor, has many operatic credits including Cynthia Jansen,
Soprano appearances with Opera Pacific, the Crystal Cathedral, the Mezzo Soprano
Orange County Catholic Chorale, the Center Stage Opera,

Ernest Alvarez, . :
and the Operaestate di Roma festival.

Tenor

James Martin Schaefer,
Baritone

James Martin Schaefer, Baritone, has appeared in recital
and as a soloist with the L.A. Philharmonic, the Hollywood
Bowl Orchestra, the Pacific Symphony, Les Grands Ballets
Canadiens de Montreal, and Opera Pacific, among others.

Dr. Joanna Nachef, Director of Choral Activities, directs the
El Camino Chorale Group and the Concert Choir.

Leslie Back, a distinguished member of the EI Camino
College faculty, directs the Community Chorus.
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Second Concert of Our 60th Season
Friday, January 29, 2010
presenting
ESTHER KEEL, piano soloist
performing
Piano Concerto No. 2 by Sergei Rachmaninoff
also featuring
Overture to The Magic Flute by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Kaleidoscope (World Premiere) by Barry Brisk

ESTHER KEEL The Beach Cities Symphony is proud to welcome back Esther
Keel, who in 1998 graced our stage as a young teenage winner of the Artists of
the Future Competition. That evening she performed Edvard Grieg’s Piano
Concerto in A Minor, 1st movment. Ms. Keel, now a seasoned and accom-
plished pianist of world renown, will perform Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto
No. 2 with orchestra accompaniment.

Ms. Keel is currently in the Artist Diploma program under the tutelage of John Perry at the Colburn Conservatory in
Los Angeles.

SCHOLARSHIP FINALISTS NAMED GOODBYE TO GOOD FRIENDS

Scholarship applications from all over the South Bay Grace Obray, a violinist in the orchestra for 23 years,
have been reviewed, and six finalists have been chosen. and a former Board member (where she served as
The finalists are scheduled to audition before a panel Treasurer), passed away on September 1, 2009. She

of judges led by Maestro Barry Brisk, including Board earned her Master’s degree in Music from CSU Long
Members Anli Tong and Bill Malcolm. There will be two Beach and taught music in the L.A. City School

$500 awards given, one to a string player and one System for many years. She was active in her church
to a player of any other orchestral instrument. The two and with the King Harbor Yacht Club. Mrs. Obray
winners will be presented with certificates at the open- will be remembered for her loyalty and commitment
ing concert of our 60th season—Friday, November 6, to the orchestra.

2009. This is the BCSA's second annual scholarship Grigore Nica, a long-time orchestra member and
award for a deserving Middle School music student. gifted composer, died on September 3, 2009, after a
Last year’s single winner was Jeff Mohan, bassoonist, long battle with cancer. A violinist with the orchestra
a student of Melody Millert. since 1990, Mr. Nica will also be remembered by his
compositions performed by the orchestra in 1996,
1998, 2000, 2004, and his final “Fanfare for Winds,
Brass and Percussion” performed at our January, 2009,
concert. At that performance, Mr. Nica was presented
with a plague from the BCSA in appreciation for his
fine work. For a more detailed article on Grigore Nica,
please go to BeachCitiesSymphony.org and review the
Clef Notes edition of October, 2008.

The finalists are:

James Chung (violin), of Rancho Palos Verdes.
Teacher, Jacqueline Lewis-Wang

Jongmin Kim (violin), of Rolling Hills Estates.
Teacher, Jacqueline Lewis-Wang

Sareka Lubin (violin), of Redondo Beach.
Teacher, Tatiana Zherdova

Isabella Sanchez (flute), of Torrance.
Teacher, Maria Jaque

Zachary Seligman-Karen (bassoon), of Manhattan 60th season will
Beach. Teacher, Denise Haslop be dedicated to ¢

Katharine Yoon (flute), of Rancho Palos Verdes. these two fine
Teacher, Chauntelle O’Loughlin musicians.
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Third Concert of Our 60th Season
Friday, March 26, 2010
Noche de Miisica Espaiiol
presenting
RHONDDA DAYTON, flute soloist
performing
Espafia by Emmanuel Chabrier
and introducing
Mariachi Cielo Nuevo
also featuring
Catalonia by Isaac Albeniz
Fantasia para un gentilhombre by Joaquin Rodrigo

Rhondda Dayton — Currently Principal Flute with the Beach Cities Symphony, Ms. Dayton also performs with the
Moorpark Symphony Orchestra, Royal Oaks Chamber Orchestra, Westminster Chamber Orchestra, and Cabrillo
Music Theatre’s pit orchestra. She has been a featured soloist with the internationally televised Hour of Power at the
Crystal Cathedral (she is also the principal flute for that orchestra), Ventura Civic, California Lutheran University,
Moorpark, Royal Oaks, and the Beach Cities Symphony orchestras. This performance will mark her second appear-
ance as soloist with the BCSO. For her first solo in 2003, she shared the limelight with Barry Tunick, principal oboist,
in the performance of Salieri’s Concerto in C Major for Flute, Oboe, and Orchestra.

Mariachi Cielo Nuevo—Claudia Zuniga,
violinist for the BCSO, is the director of this
group from the Middleton Street Elemen-
tary School in Huntington Park. The group
is made up of twenty outstanding musi-
cians from Middleton’s extensive music
program of 200 students, and has been
together for five years. They have
performed annually at the Ford Amphithe-
atre, the Hollywood Bowl, and the Dorothy
Chandler Pavilion, as well as other venues
throughout the United States. They attend
annual mariachi music workshops in Las
Cruces, New Mexico, and Tucson, Arizona.
Many of the musicians have been annual
members of the Los Angeles Unified School
District Honor Orchestra and recipients of music scholarships. Ms. Zuniga has been a music teacher at Middleton for
seven years and currently teaches violin, viola, cello, trumpet, guitarron, guitar, and vihuela.
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COMMENTS, ANYONE? Fourth Concert of Our 60TH SEASON

Do you have any comments or suggestions you’d like to Friday, May 28, 2010

share with members of the Beach Cities Symphony Board .. « . ’
of Directors? We're listening. Variations of “Happy Birthday

Please feel free to email your comments to us at ] by PEter_HEId”Ch
besa.clefnotes@gmail.com, or write to Beach Cities | Artists of the Future Winners to be Announced

Symphony, Attn: Clef Notes Editor, P.O. Box 248, Bacchanale from Samson and Delila
Redondo Beach, CA 90277-0248 by Camille Saint-Saéns
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